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TAB — SALE 
Statement by Minister for Racing and Gaming 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Minister for Racing and Gaming) [2.13 pm]: This afternoon I announced that 
the government would recommence the sale of the Western Australian TAB under a new market process in order to 
secure the long-term interests of the state’s racing industry. Members may recall that the process was well progressed 
prior to the upheaval and uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and, as a result, all parties agreed to put 
the process on hold. Much has changed in the market since the sale process first began and the government, with 
industry, has had to re-evaluate the most effective model to support the Western Australian racing industry into 
the future. At the request of the board of Racing and Wagering Western Australia, the government has agreed to 
commence a new process with a view to supporting an independently sustainable and competitive industry. An 
invitation for expressions of interest was released today to the market, with private operators given the opportunity 
to present their credentials and provide indicative bids. Under the revised model, the licensee would not have the 
contractual obligation to fund the WA racing industry. Instead, the industry will secure ongoing funding through 
a new arrangement with the state. The exact funding model will not be finalised until a binding offer is reached. 
Should an appropriate arrangement be negotiated that is in the long-term interests of the racing industry and the 
state, a new wagering operator is expected to be in place towards the end of 2022. 
It is understood that infrastructure is an important component of the ongoing sustainability of the racing industry, and 
this will be an important consideration during the process. The racing industry will continue to be engaged and 
consulted as the sale progresses. RWWA will provide regular updates to the WA racing industry to help participants 
stay informed. An industry working party will be established with key representatives from eligible bodies who 
will be engaged and consulted with. Following the EOI process, industry outreach sessions will also be held, which 
will be open to all participants and will provide the opportunity to ask questions. 
Ultimately, this sale is about securing the long-term sustainability of the Western Australian racing industry. From 
Kulin to Kununurra and Northam to Newman, racing provides not only an economic contribution to our state, but 
also a social impact that is key to very many towns and communities right across Western Australia. 
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